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Three alternatives for California’s
water problems

Bay-Delta Program rele, ascd adra~
By Dr. Marcia E. Sablan cries, drinking water and wildlife?programmatic Environmental Ira.-The CALFED Program presents    pact Statement/EnvixonmentalIm-

On April 22, our communityboth benefits and adverse inputs forpact Report identifi!ing thr~poten.-
will have an opportuni.ty to weighagriculture. New storage facilities
in on three proposed solutions tocould increase the amount of watertial Bay-Delta solutions. Each of

the environmental and water man-available for agricultural produc-the three altematives for a Bay..

agement problemsofthe Bay-Deltation. Conversely, the programDelta solution contains major pro..

system. These proposals willcouldleadtoeonversionofagricul-cieney,grams tOecosystemaddress restoration,Water use effi-wa..
greatly affect the agricultural futuretural land and its associated watertershed management, levee system
of the San Joaquin Valley. supply, integrity, water transfers and water

This public hearing, which Technical experts from statequality. The alternatives differ pri..
officially begins at 7 p.m. with anand federal agencies, along with a
informal Question and Answer ses-federally chartered public advisory

rnarily in how they would move and

sion at 6 p.m., will be held at thecommitteo representing the Bay-store water in the system. All oi’

Ramada Inn in Fresno. The publicDelta’s diverse interests, have es-
them propose an increase in water

will have the opportunity to meettablished the foundation for a Bay-storage.

with staff members from theDelta solution. This foundation
Finding the best solution is

CALFED program who will outlinecalls for all the Bay-Delta interests;not an easy task, but it is impera-

and accept comments on this waterenvironmental, agricultural and ur-five.the peopleThe firstthis stePdeeisioniS to wiilensureimpactthat
management plan, which greatlyban; to develop an equitable, du-

are aware of the alternatives and let
affects the agricultural future m therable and affordable consensus so-their views be known. If you drink
San Joaquin Valley. lution that reduces conflicts in the

The San Francisco Bay/Sac-system. The CALFED program water, eat fruits and vegetables,

ramento Delta is the focus of theprinciples also prohibit a solutioncare about the environment or de-

CALFED program. Most of thethat would better one part of the pend on a strong California

San Joaquin Valley irrigation wa-problem by worsening another, economy, then you depend on the

tercomes from the Sierra Nevadas, Public input throughout the
Bay-Delta. You have a historic

Lake Shasta, etc., and flows to theprogram has come in variousopportunity to get involved, l~n’t

Bay-Delta. Water is pumped fromrot’ms: a federally chartered vubliclet it p~ss you by.

this area for irrigation and otheradvisory group, public meetings, The public hearings will be

uses in Southern California. workshops, thousands of mailings
heldRamadain Fresnolnn on on324AprilE. Slmw22 atAve.the

As a result of a decades longand a website have all been ulilized
The hearing begins at 7 p.m., with

struggle among various competingto gauge public concerns and sug-
interests, today the Bay Delta sys-gestions. Such input has helpedan informal Question and Answer

tem is on the brink of failure. Howshape the manner in which policysession preceding at6 p.m. Infor-

do we in California obtain a reli-makers develop a solution. How- marion relevant to CALFED and

able and economical agriculturalever, the real need for public inputthe Bay-Delta is available to the

water source, and at the same timeis about to begin, public by calling 1-800-900-358’7

protect our natural resources, fish- On March 16, the CALFED
or logging on to http://
calfed.ca.gov.

Dr. Sablan is mayor of Fire-
baugh and member of the Bay-
Delta Advisory Council.
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